The type of the only species of the order Sphaerotheriida with a record in Nepal,
Introduction
General studies of the soil arthropod fauna of the Himalayan region (Martens 1993) have not provided specific knowledge about the giant pill-millipede (order Sphaerotheriida) fauna of Nepal. Nepal is located at the western fringe of the area of distribution of the giant pill-millipede (order Sphaerotheriida) family Zephroniidae (Wesener et al. 2010 , Shelley & Golovatch 2011 , while southern India is already occupied by species of the MalagasyIndian family Arthrosphaeridae (Wesener & VandenSpiegel 2009 , Wesener 2014 . Numerous records, many in need of a revision (see Jeekel 2001), exist from the Indian states of Darjeeling and Sikkim, directly bordering Nepal to the west, but only one dubious species record exists from Nepal itself. The specimen, determined as Kophosphaera excavata (Butler, 1874), was described by Attems (1936) as from 'Chitlong, Nepal'. The only other record of the Zephroniidae mentions that the family occurs at heights of up to 2700 m in Nepal (Golovatch & Martens 1996) , but no precise information is provided. Aside from these two records, nothing is known about the giant pill-millipedes from Nepal. The chance to study the giant pill-millipede material collected by Prof. Martens during the 1970s and 1980s was therefore undertaken with the hope of gaining a better understanding of the country's Sphaerotheriida fauna. The fauna is particularly interesting because of the topography of the regions and the fact that Nepal represents the western-most distribution records for the family Zephroniidae. In addition, type specimens of species described from the Indian provinces of Darjeeling and Sikkim were studied to avoid confusing endemic Nepalese species with more widespread taxa from India.
